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the end of the year, and the nation had no choice but to
accept Cnut, now King of Denmark by the death of his
brother, as King of England as well.

Thus all Alfred's work was overthrown. Yet Cnut,
though a foreign conqueror, was a good king. He ruled cnutthe
sternly, but fairly; he gave England the peace which was folISs.
sadly needed. He married /Ethelred's widow, the daughter
of Duke Robert of Normandy, and so joined himself to
the old royal family; though he preferred Danes, he did
not exclude Englishmen from his service, and he had the
treacherous Eadric slain without a trial. He felt so certain
of the loyalty of his new subjects that he sent home the
army and fleet with which he had conquered England.
This shows us that he was respected, just as the old
story of his rebuke to the flattering courtiers, who urged
him to forbid the tide to come any farther, shows that
he was wise. His pilgrimage to Rome as a penitent
shows that the descendant of heathen kings had become
a humble servant of the Church, and made it clear, too,
that Cnut wanted to bring his kingdom, so long isolated,
into contact with the civilization of Western Europe.

Neither of Cnut's sons, Harold and Harthacnut, lived
long, so that in 1042 the Witan had to choose a fresh
king. The choice fell on Edward, second son of /Ethelred
II.

Edward, the Confessor, as he was called, though a
pious, well-meaning man, was destined to bring England Edward,
under another foreign power.'   He had been brought up fessor, "
in Normandy, and he was much fonder of Normans
than of his own subjects.   He made one Norman Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and promoted others to be bishops
and earls;  worse than this, he had even given some sort
of promise to William, the Duke of Normandy, that he
would leave him the crown of England at his death.   All
this favouring of foreigners made Englishmen very angry.